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ject is to be commended, for he "criticises those writers who 
have drawn illustrations of beginnings from people at every 
stage of culture." He therefore confines his attention to the few 
most primitive people now living, so that later on he may by 
the comparative method fill in the gaps from peoples who may 
be quite advanced in some directions, yet may have primitive 
conceptions along these lines or where survivals may answer a 
like purpose. In the chapters upon " The Aim of the Science 
of Art " and " The Way to the Science of Art," chapters 1 and 2, 
he gives in a clear and concise manner his ideas upon art as 
one of the many sides of ethnology, and defines the difference 
between the science and philosophy of art and art criticism. 

The book has thirty-two text illustrations and three plates, 
and the examples are for the most part happily chosen, for 
while we may differ with his interpretations in some instances, 
yet he has endeavored to do justice to the opinions of others. 

" The first and most pressing task of the social science of art 
lies, therefore, in the study of the primitive art of primitive 
people." 

" A foreigner sees in a foreign work of art only what is visible 
to the eye." 

These two quotations well illustrate the standpoint from which 
the author views his subject. The second is the usual manner 
of looking at primitive people by casual observers ; the first is 
the scientific method of arriving at the true conception of the 
artist, no matter in what field, and in placing it in its true posi- 
tion in the culture history of the human race. Such is the aim 
of the " Beginnings of Art." 

J. H. McCormick, M. D. 



Devil Worship in France. By Arthur Edward Waite. London, 1896, George 
Redway. 

From an ethnologic standpoint, this book is a disappointment. 
One could suppose from its title that it treated of survivals of 
the " Black Art," "Alchemy," and " Black Magic " or a revival 
of the old Hermetic philosophers, with their symbolisms, re- 
ligions, and doctrines, a most interesting and absorbing field of 
research and one attended with much profit to the student of 
ancient religions. 

It consists of a number of exposures of charlatans and frauds 
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who by specious inventions of old rituals imposed upon credu- 
lous persons by claiming to have been initiated into certain well 
known secret organizations, and thereby become adepts in Satan- 
ism and worshippers of Lucifer. 

Having experienced a change of heart and desiring to repu- 
diate all association with diabolism and several other kinds of 
isms and to warn all " true believers " to beware of its enthralling 
meshes, they proceed to tell all they know and considerable more 
that they do not know. 

It is but the story of Cagliostro repeated, for, while there are 
fools to be fooled, there will be fools to fool them. 

They attempt to drag in the name of the late General Albert 
Pike, the famous scholar, poet, linguist, and philosopher, whose 
writings and investigations have shed considerable light upon 
many vexed problems of ancient religion and mythology and 
place him at the head of this Palladian cultus or devil wor- 
shippers. 

All this Mr Waite has refuted and shown the impostors in 
their true light in an admirable style. 

To students of occultism, transcendental magic, and mysticism 
as a branch of learning or investigation, either as a believer or 
from a psychological point of view, this work is invaluable. 

J. H. McCormick, M. D. 



NOTES AND NEWS 

Gauging Cranial Capacity with Water. — In the Verhand- 
lungen der Berliner Gesellschaft fur Anthropologic, Ethnologie 
und Urgeschichte for 1896 an account is given of a new method, 
the invention of Hr. H. Poll, of determining the capacity of crania 
by means of water. I had an opportunity recently to see the 
Poll apparatus in the laboratory of the Museum fur VQlkerkunde 
in Berlin, and was favorably impressed by the accuracy and 
uniformity of the results obtained. Professor von Luschan con- 
sidered it by far the best of the many methods thus far devised, 
chiefly because of the approach to an absolute result, necessarily 
uniform for all observers. I have given the apparatus what 
would seem to be a fair trial and shall use shot no more. The 
freedom from dust and the ease of manipulation are agreeable 



